Born to be creative

Albert Einstein, Louis Pasteur,
Beethoven, Winston Churchill, Walt
Disney, Thomas Edison ... all dyslexic.
With the right kind of education at the
right time a dyslexic child can grow up

to be a genius.

erhaps my early prob-
PEr-mﬁ with dyslexin mace
mi more Intdiive: when
someone sénds me a writhen
propoaal, rather than dwelling
on detailed facts and figures, [
find that my imagination
grasps and expands on what 1
read - Richord Branson, from
Losing My Viepinite: How oe
Surtived. Had Fun, and Made
o Foriune Dolng Business My
Wy
In every school we come
nerass students who are high-
Iy talented and show leen ap
titude for non-aecademic activi-
ties bufseem o siruggle when
it comes to reading, writing ar
spelling, These Kids are not
lazy or dumb but are innova-
tive ihinkers, who have the
makings of a genius, if given
the right support at the right
age. These children have spe-
cific learning nesis and a nen-
rological condition termed as
dyslexia, which is used to re-
for to people, children and/or
adults who experience diffi-
culties with reading, spelling
or writing.

Gifted children

Just because ong part of
thair brain is  underaciive
doesn't mean that dyslexics
are unintelligent, far from it
they can be considered gifted.
A dyslexic nesds o be tught
in the manner whersby his in-
dividual strengths and talenis
are nurtured. They are tvpi-
cally highly creative, intultive,
and exeellent hands-on learn-
ors and given the right oppor-
tunity they often end upenjoy-
Ing succeseful carcers whero
their skills grevalued, such as
in the Meds of architceture
and art.

Dvslexic children have av
orage or above average intedll-
gence and are not show learn-
ers or menially challenged.
These children sin be {ermed
as rapped geniuses becanse
though there are gaps in thelr

_ahility and: performance aca-

demically they have the abili-
iy to think laterally and inmov.
atively

A niimber of strengths can
be seen in kids with learning
difficulties, as they are able to
think out of the box:

W Take active part in discus-
slons

B Are socially and behav-
lourally pleasant and active
B Have good verbal skills

m Are good at handling me-
chanical gadgets

B Have exceptional talents in
other areas,

A gtudy in Britain found
that self-made  millionaires
are more likely to be dyslexic.
A sipnificant majority of the
5,000 =elf-made millionalres in
Britain reportedly - strugeled
in school,

Need for support

People with dyslexia, arm
often wery good lateral and
strategic  thinkers. Another
IEASO individuals with
iyslexia may do well §s the fact
that due to their academic
siruggles they often find them-
salves outside of the main-
siream social groups  in
school. Feeling alone, they
compensate by spending time
gxploring uleas, learning naw
strategies, and working to find
a model of success. In these
cases thoy require the maxi-
mit support from the school
and parents. Like the aduca-
fion process at DI'S Prerna,
Almedabad tries to bring oul
the full potential of dyslexic
kids and aims to achieve the
following.

B To have students become
confident, competent, self-di-
rected learners.

B To facilitate students
achieve cognitively and master
the curriculum and guide
them inthe learning process.
B To help students acquire
process skills (decision mak-

ing, prabiem solving and criti-
cal thinking).

B To encourage students to
explore thelr potential and
wiork hard in that field to
bring thelr best.

W To inculcate in students val-
ues likekindness, caring, help-
ing others, sharing, concern
for others an:‘i':td'mitllng thelr
mistakes.

Young genins

One such example of a
dyslexic genius who used to
sliecly al the DPs Preens, and
is on his way t0 becoming a
millionaire is that of Brah-
mijot Singh (17): Brahmjot had
made a project on “alterna-
tive fuel” (hased on hydrogen
- which*has zero level polln-
tion). He shared his project at
o science fair, where students
of Banaras Hindu University
als0 recognised and appreci-

afed It and mentioned that
they too were working on it
The Spain embassy ap-
proached him and asked him
to develop the module for
commercial production.
Calorex foundation negotint-
ed the finances/ patent rights
for 99 years for him. Today
Brahmjot is in Spain looking
forward to a sucecessful life
dhead.

Albért Einstein was a rela-
tivaly dull child, Louis Pas-
teur was considered slow in
school and Beathoven's
teacher once called him hope-
less as a composer. These fa-
mous people had some things
in common with Sir Winston
Churchill, Walt Disney and
Thomas Bdison, who were all
genivses - great men with
great minds., And vet they
wiera all dyslexics!
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